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Principal’s Message
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Principal’s Message
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AP’s Message
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7:30 p.m. First Ave 6 ¥ Dana 6
2:30 p.m. First Ave 8 ¥ Duarte 8
3:30 p.m. First Ave 7 ¥f Dana 7
5:30 p.m. First Ave 6 ¥f. St. Ritas 6
7:30 p.m. First Ave 7 ¥f St. Ritas 7
12:30 p.m. First Ave 24 ¥ Foothills 210 T4

5:30 p.m. First Ave 6 ¥ Barnhart 6

6:30 p.m. First Ave &4 ¥ Dana &4

8:30 p.m. First Ave 8 ¥ Dana 8

3:30 p.m. First Ave 7 ¥ Barnhart 7

8:30 p.m. First Ave 8 ¥} St. Ritas 8 "
1:30 p.m. First Ave 8 ¥ Barnhart 8  [i
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7th Grade Team 8th Grade Team

Page 7 \\




jJ Volume 4, Issue 3

First AveNEWS
F—HPEREEHE

E—HPENEGE - AEERIGFHRIE,
BRBEHNEEFEGE - MIREAE T EFE.
E782000F K, HRFEREET B R EREL
(BSEHEBENARZER).
BERMN—EHRIENEESEET.
SE2011FRIB KMIEFH T 2EFR BRI

##INewTek TriCaster
EHEREANGHEE, TUEEBLEINBHEEKENRUE.
MEDEER REER (BEXIRBETANESR),
DREBAZEENFE: IERMNTEERHREE HE"
ER AMNBEEEREAZNKEEREE, MTriCaster
Bl H it E —ESEERANEBZHPHNEEASERE.

BN 2 EBERE L AT SRR L, B
M RARA BB EREEE 7. Bl iEENERR, BAUETANKRER. S, Tri-
Caster REDh, AHB4LEMAUFECIRESEZRNBZFN T LS YBBIEH ZENRE.

BEEFNERARERMNBEMEENRZERZ—,
DB EETEEREBMENEEBERFE.

David Paszkiewicz
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Fresh & Easy Fundraiser Update
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500 Cyder e and vy Chlge

Who:

What:

Where:

When:

Why:

Monday, February 7, 2011
6:30-7.30 PM
Foothills Middle School

Parents of 4™-8% Grade Students

* Provide accurate information about online safety

Teach strategies for problem solving and making good choices
Leam how to avoid dangers and pitfalls

Identify consequences for inappropriate use

Foothills Middle School
Multi-Purpose Room
171 E. Sycamore
Arcadia, CA 91008

e« Monday, February 7, 2011
o G:30-7:30 PM

Students today use a wide range of technology constantly for school
projects, to communicate with friends, to play games and more.
Both school staff and families need to work together to guide
student technology use and ensure their safety. Information 1s the
kevy!
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Attention 8th Grade Parents & Students

Mark Your Calendars...
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Arcadia High School Orchestra Benefit Dinner
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From the Music Club President

How do you know if your child is a leader or will become one? What is a ‘leader’?
Most parents want their child to be the prettiest, the most famous, the smartest, the best
at their hobby, the most popular. Whatever it may be, we want our children to excel and
be recognized.

Most attributes, traits, and the temperament of our children, they are born with. I'm
sure everyone with more than one child have wondered how their offspring could be so
different coming from the same oven and growing up in the same home!

Leadership is the ability to influence others and be recognized for it. It doesn’t matter
if your child is handsome, intelligent, first or last born, they can influence others. Leader-
ship means others will accept your ideas on how a project should be handled. It means
your values for making a decision will be the parameters for the discussion. It means
your desires to go here for ice cream or here for vacation, or here for the company retreat
will happen. It means you have influence over others.

The ultimate influence is changing someone’s life, not where we go for dinner. That
leadership is often more subtle, and may not be immediately recognized. Your kids have
been in school long enough that there has probably been at least one teacher that has had
a major impact (influence) on your student’s education, helping to open their eyes as
what they are capable of.

Perhaps it has been a coach from the YMCA, the recreation department, AYSO, Little
League or somewhere else, that maybe wasn’t able to teach your child to hit better, kick
farther or run faster, but taught your child to work hard, to persist, and your child is dif-
ferent, better because of it.

A family friend can sometimes tell our kids things that they just don’t seem to
hear from us.

Parents who donate their time to the food drive, to chaperoning dances, to preparing
children for parades and concerts, are influencing lives. And you know what, it’s little
ways and those little ways add up and count for the broad influence.

You child has opportunities s ' i
to influence others: If they are a
peer tutor. If they just help a
friend with homework. Maybe
they work with another student
on getting a music piece down
right. Perhaps they will come
back from high school on a Fri-
day afternoon to reach out to
mentor a student on their instru-
ment.

They could become involved
in cross age PE. They could vol- &
unteer to help coach younger kids chaperones at Disneyland!

Continued on page 15 //
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Continued from page 14

in their sport. They can become involved in student government. They can influence others.
They can be leaders.

Encourage your child to help and serve others. ‘Help” and “serve’? Yes, that’s what lead-
ership boils down to and it can be taught, mostly by the modeling of those in the child’s life
and secondly by the influence (leadership!) of parents helping, directing, encouraging their
child in one of the opportunities mentioned or
something similar.

The band and orchestra are what they are due
to Mr. Danielson’s leadership. And part of his lead-
ership is developing student leaders. Your student
doesn’t develop leadership sitting in a class room or §
doing homework (it will help indirectly). Your
student develops leadership by leading others. Sup-
port and encourage your child to lead others consis-
tent with their capability. Give them the opportu-
nity to see they can have an influence...and watch it &g
grow!
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The Marching
Band, Auxiliary &
Flags had a great

day at Disney-
land playing and

marching down
Main Street
U.S.A.
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Student Council 2010-2011
First Term

Many people say Student Council is a popularity contest. I half agree. Student Council
is an organization run by student leaders to create a fun environment for the student body.
Student Council elections on the other hand are total popularity contests. Those who have a
good, lightly funny speech or those who are somewhat popular are usually the ones who get
elected. But Student Council elections are not The Student Council. The point is to get elected
by any means necessary, so that you can contribute your ideas and views on reshaping Stu-
dent Council and the school.

This term Student Council has done a great job of reshaping. We have two types of
meetings, morning meetings and lunch meetings. In our early morning meetings, which take
place at 7:30 a.m. every other Wednesday, we approve school budgets, school spending and
teachers’ requests for teaching equipment. We also talk about past events and activities as
well as upcoming dances and activities. We conclude our meetings at 8:00 a.m. During
lunch meetings we decide what we will do for activity days, on which Student Council holds
activities that are based on a particular theme. So far we have had Cartoon Day, where stu-
dents dress up as their favorite cartoon character. We’ve also had Holiday Day, which is an
activity day where students dress up for the holidays and then compete in races and contests
to win prizes. We’ve had activity days for Halloween, USC vs. UCLA games and several
other occasions.

Each term we like to have a big goal. This term we have been promoting a campaign
called Campus Clean-Up. Using student announcements, posters, and banners we promote
keeping our campus clean. Every Wednesday at lunch, the members of Student Council split
into three groups. Each group covers an area where students are most likely to litter, such as
the lunch patio, outdoor stage, and the basketball courts. For ten to fifteen minutes we pick
up trash and make sure students are doing the same. The first week we did our three group-
patrols, Mr. Wilson, our school custodian, was not aware of what Student Council did at
lunch. He was taken aback by the cleanliness of the lunch area and was happy to find out
that students were cleaning up their mess.

I have been on Student Council since 4th grade and I have never seen such an eventful
term. Usually terms start off slow and things never get up to speed. This term we started off
slow, but as we progressed I started to see members turn from followers into leaders. Maybe
at the beginning some members were too shy to contribute. Others might have wanted to
start off in the shadows to see how things worked in Student Council. Or maybe the pres-
sure of being a member and the desire to help out the students made our officers rise to the
occasion as a leaders.

Ishaan Dev
Student Council President
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Student Council Info
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Kristen Mora
Co-Advisor Student Council

Photos from Cartoon Day!
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Small Team
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FIRST AVE MIDDLE SCHOOL

Date: Saturday Feb 19 & Sunday Feb 20, 2011
Time: 10:00 AM - 9:00 PM (all day)
Location: Panda Express inside Pavilions

Present this flyer and 20% of your purchase will be
donated to First Ave Middle School.

Panda Express (Pavilions)
745 W Naomi Ave
Arcadia, CA 91006
(626) 821-9407

FIRST AVE MIDDLE SCHOOL

Date: Saturday Feb 19 & Sunday Feb 20, 2011
Time: 10:00 AM - 9:00 PM (all day)
Location: Panda Express inside Pavilions

Present this flyer and 20% of your purchase will be
donated to First Ave Middle School.

Panda Express (Pavilions)
745 W Naomi Ave
Arcadia, CA 91006
(626) 821-9407
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iFirst Avenue Middle School PTSA

" Proposed Slate of Officers for 2011-2012 School Year:
pAY
’r President: Vicky Stiles

i Executive Vice President: Doris Hayata

# 1st VP - Legislation: Connie Mimura

§2nd VP - Ways and Means: Glenda Chi

7 3rd VP - Membership: Karen Acosta

' 4th VP - Newsletter: Suzanne Davis

v~ Recording and Corresponding Secretary: Liza Tedford
" Treasurer: Michael Tom

+ Financial Secretary: Nora Wilson

» Auditor: Violet Htoon

. Historian: Michelle Ganis
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E-Waste Fundraiser Huge Success!
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BMERT=FEOWREFEm BEHLHEFER $ $2,645.29!
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Movie Reviews - the Best of 2010

Hello! I'm Garrisson Pena, an eighth grader at First Avenue Middle School. (
I love watching movies because it’s a hobby of mine, and I have been watching
tilms since I was five years old. I try to understand how films are made, how
the director sees each frame, and the actors act, but mostly, I just enjoy them.
Some of my favorite films of all time are Titanic, The Godfather, The Hurt Locker,
Lord of the Rings, and The Two Towers. I have been given the opportunity to give
you my take on my five favorite films of 2010. Grab some popcorn and enjoy / \
my reviews.

The Social Network

The story of this film is a story which must be told. It is a story that reflects our culture
and our world today, the story of the creation of Facebook.

On a fall night in 2003, Harvard undergrad and computer programming genius Mark
Zuckerberg (Jesse Eisenberg) sits down at his computer and heatedly begins working on a
new idea. In a fury of blogging and programming, or should we say hacking, commences
what we know today as a global social network that revolutionized our social communica-
tion. What began in a dorm room at Harvard, Zuckerberg continues today developing a web-
site that is used by millions of people. A mere six years and 500 million friends later, Mark
Zuckerberg is the youngest billionaire in history. However, the path to get to this billionaire
status was not easily paved, because his success came at a heavy price, and that price was
money and friendship. Both personal and legal complications to create Facebook, is the
storyline for the Social Network.

The Social Network's three main characters are young and their roles in the film are well
acted. Jesse Eisenberg's portrayal of Mark Zuckerberg was excellent! His lack of social skills
became his friend, yet it destroyed his ability to hold his true friendship. Being a computer
genius, he would act as if he was the smartest person in any room he entered. He tarnished
people’s reputations, and he destroyed his friendship with his most important friend, Edu-
ardo Saverin, who was portrayed by Andrew Garfield and played the part sensationally.
Eduardo was Mark's friend and his balance, and stood beside him when he needed help.
Mark never realized Eduardo was his friend and he abused the friendship. However, Edu-
ardo knew that Mark was different, and even until the end Eduardo knew someone had to
watch out for Mark’s well being. Mark betrayed Eduardo’s friendship in the creation of Face-
book, by befriending Sean Parker. Justin Timberlake played Sean Parker, who wanted to help
Zuckerberg expand his company and network globally. Parker help take Facebook, from a
college campus website, to world phenomena. Once Zuckerberg connected with Parker, you
could see the end of Eduardo. Timberlake was a great choice for Sean Parker because he did
a good job of portraying Sean Parker as a cool fast opportunist. When we see the friendship
of Eduardo and Mark start to unravel, we begin to consider Sean Parker as a villain!

The Social Network has many messages. Before Facebook was created, we relied on leav-
ing our homes to socialize, like restaurants, friend’s homes, and outdoor settings. When Face-
book was created, it changed us and the world. Millions of people, including family mem-
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bers and we students use Facebook. We went from socializing in person to communicating
digitally. Facebook is now being used by industries to communicate with people. Some of
these industries are: AMC, Apple, and car manufacturers. Facebook is now an important part
of our culture. Mark Zuckerberg created a powerful website that is the storyline of a sensa-
tional film. Good or bad, Facebook is us, and The Social Network is one great movie, which
earns it one of my top five of 2010.

Inception

The story of this movie is one of the most interesting and exhilarating films of 2010. Di-
rector Christopher Nolan delivers a masterpiece of directing. Nolan has shown his direction
in great films such as, Memento, Batman Begins, The Prestige, and The Dark Knight.

Dom Cobb (Leonardo DiCaprio) is a skilled thief in the art of extraction. Extraction
means, stealing valuable secrets in one's subconscious while they are in a dream state. Cobb
is being hunted by the law, but he is given a chance to clear his name by taking on a job of
extraction. Cobb is given the task to accomplish the impossible, inception. Inception is not
stealing an idea or secret, rather he must plant one. Cobb and his team provide the adventure
and storyline of this film. They are to initiate inception.

How do actors pretend they are in different levels of a mind? Each actor in this movie is
part of a team that is taken to different levels to help perform the goal of inception. However,
four actors are the focus of good acting performances; Arthur (played by Joseph Gordon-
Levitt), Ariadne (played by Ellen Page), Saito (played by Ken Watanabe), and of course,
Cobb (played by DiCaprio). Guided by the direction of Nolan, these actors worked hard to
visualize every level of a dream. The physical acting along with their words, made me be-
lieve I could go down to the dream level too! The cinematography at each level was awe-
some. The lighting and backgrounds changing while acting was taking place, made the film
interesting. My favorite scenes were the layers of images in France.

The music score of Hans Zimmer helped the mood of each scene in the movie. From the
solemn and slow paced beginning to the more dramatic intense levels of the dream, the mu-
sic score made the interesting scenes more interesting.

Inception's production, direction and story makes this film one of the years most brilliant
made movies. When you walk away from this movie, you may have a visual brain overload.
You may even consider that the whole movie was on a dream level and you haven’t left
Cobb’s dream. You might even pinch yourself to make sure you are not dreaming yourself.
However, one thing is for sure, after you see Inception, you will agree it is one great piece of
movie making and it is one of my top five of 2010.

True Grit

Joel & Ethan Coen have directed really good films during their directing careers. In 2007,
they won Academy awards for Best Director and Best Picture. The awards were for No Coun-
try for Old Men. In 2010, the Coen Brothers are back. They directed a remake of a true classic,
titled True Grit, a pulse-exhilarating western drama.

With her sights to avenge the murder of her father, 14-year-old farm girl Mattie Ross
played by Hailee Steinfeld, sets out to capture the killer. To aid her on her quest, she hires the
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toughest U.S. Marshal she can find, a man with "true grit." His name is Reuben J. "Rooster"
Cogburn, played by Jeff Bridges. Mattie joins Cogburn to seek out Tom Chaney, played by
Josh Brolin, who is her father’s killer. When we are introduced to Rooster, we find out that he
is a drunk, but once the adventure starts, we realize that we’d rather be next to Rooster than
to any other character in the movie. Joining Mattie and Rooster on this adventure is Texas
Ranger LaBoeuf, who is played by Matt Damon. All the acting in this film was superb, and it
shows how Jeff Bridges can push the limits of his acting. Although he is a drunk and sarcas-
tic old man, he had true grit inside himself to handle the western country.

True Grit was filmed beautifully. The lighting techniques used to show landscapes dur-
ing the daylight, and landscapes during the night moon, made me believe I was part of the
adventure as well. There were many excellent camera angles such as low angles of the horse
tight between Cogburn and Pepper's gang, to the wide-shot of LaBouef showing off his rifle
while aiming at his target. How do you make a hole and a small log cabin interesting? The
Coen Brothers accomplish this by shooting this film with different unique camera angles.

The adventure or journey to capture a murderer during the Western days was probably
not easy, and not pretty. The Coen Brothers cinematography and unique way of telling a
story make this film interesting and enjoyable. I felt I was there, and that isn’t a bad thing
when a movie makes you feel this way. Saddle up and join the adventure of True Grit. It's
one of my favorites of 2010!

The King's Speech

This movie was a breathtaking cinematic drama masterpiece! The film's setting is in Eng-
land during the 1930's, and tells the story of England's King George VI, played by Colin
Firth. It is King George’s story to overcome his speech impediment, and to become a great
leader. Suffering from a stammer from the age of 4, the young Prince dreaded any public
speaking engagement. A great example of his dreading to speak was in the opening mo-
ments of the movie, when he tries to give a speech at the closing of the 1925 Commonwealth
exhibition, fails in his attempt to speak into the microphone. After trying many different
speech therapists, he meets Lionel Logue, who is played by Geoffrey Rush. Logue helps the
Prince overcome his speech impediment by befriending him and showing him unconven-
tional techniques to help him overcome his stammer. Logue also helps him to be brave and
to take on the challenge of becoming a King.

The overall filmmaking of the King's Speech is very remarkable. The lighting and cinema-
tography used to film England during this time, makes the dark contrast and exposure level
look like really old photos. The outside scene of Lionel Logue standing while King George VI
is walking away is one of the best shots in this film.

This film is rated R, which means you need your parents to go see it. There is no nudity
in the movie which gave me permission to see it with my parents. However, there is a lot of
bad language. But, when you hear the bad language, it’s in context of the movie.

What makes this movie is Colin Firth. His struggles with his stammer made the audience
and I feel very emotional. You feel for his character because he had to deal with his stammer
and his family. His burst outs of frustration made me laugh and made me appreciate my
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voice. It also made me appreciate Colin Firth's performance. Firth delivers a towering per-
formance. The King’s drive to speak better, and to overcome the problems that will becoming
with war against Germany, is filmed in one of the most memorable scenes in film history.
And that scene is The King’s Speech, which makes it one of my top five for 2010.

127 Hours

127 Hours is a stunningly-made drama to the highest degree! The nerve-racking suspense
combined with the claustrophobic feeling makes this film a must see for movie goers and an
important lesson to outdoorsmen.

127 Hours is the true story of Aron Ralston. Ralston is a mountain climber and hiker. On
an April afternoon in 2003, at 2:41 PM, Aron was hiking a narrow slot crevice of the Blue
John Canyon, located in Utah’s Canyonlands National Park. While climbing down off a
wedged boulder, the rock suddenly came loose. Before he could get out of the boulder’s way,
the rock pinned his right arm and wrist against the canyon wall. And so began six days of
hell for Aron Ralston, with little water and no food. Aron was stuck literally between a rock
and hard place. His decision to survive is the story that mesmerized a nation!

127 Hours is beautifully filmed. Academy Award Winning Director, Danny Boyle, of
Slumdog Millionaire, films the heroic story of Aron Ralston stuck in a canyon, pinned against
wall by a rock. How do you make a claustrophobic scene interesting for most of the movie?
Boyle succeeds in this by using interesting angles, clever animation, and gets a lot help from
James Franco. The angles from inside the canyon to the angles above that show the vast land-
scape, shows the power of nature. The quick-paced editing from switching to position to po-
sition and angle to angle builds intense and creates a palm-sweating feeling. Sound mixing
and effects make your ears believe you are really there, especially when Aron decides to
break the bones of his arm.

To help Boyle film this story, he needed someone who could portray Ralston. Much like
Colin Firth in The King’s Speech, James Franco’s portrayal of Aron Ralston was marvelous and
one of the best performance of the year. Franco brings Ralston’s ordeal to life, and it is what
makes this movie great. Franco’s cries and rants of being stuck are truly heartfelt. I wanted to
climb into the movie and move the rock for him. It’s a performance that you will remember.

The most important scene of the movie is the most memorable I probably will ever see.
The music and the acting of Franco making the decision to survive will leave you breathless.
Days after I saw this movie I asked myself if I could have enough courage to do the same as
Ralston. I think so. I sure hope so.

127 Hours is rated R. The rated R is mostly for realistic images that involve some blood.
There is no nudity. My father read the book, and when he told me the story, I was hooked! I
wanted to see the movie. If your parents let you see it, and you can stomach the amputation
scene, than go see it. Most of you have seen worse!

127 Hours is a story of survival. It's a story of Aron Ralston forgetting everything he had
learned and almost paying the ultimate price for that mistake. It’s a story of courage to do
what you have to do to live. 127 Hours may be gory and off limits for you to see. But for me,
127 Hours is one of my top five movies of 2010. %
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Fundraising Never

Tasted So Good.

Meet your friends and family at B)'s
and enjoy our delicious flavors while earning funds
in support of:

First Avenue Middle School PTSA

DATE: wednesday, March 23, 2011
TIME: 5pm - 10pm

BJ’'s Restaurant & Brewhouse, Arcadia
400 E. Huntington Ave.
626.452.1494

PLEASE PRESENT FLYER TO SERVER AND B|'s WILL DONATE
15% OF FOOD SALES TO YOUR ORGANIZATION.

CALL AHEAD SEATING & ONLINE ORDERING AVAILABLE

Walid for dine-in or take-out, Mot valid towards alcoholic beverages or happy
hour specials, Please do not distribute fiyers on-site during the event.

WWW.BISRESTAURANTS.COM
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Continued from page 29
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eoullyme Awareness & Prevention

Who:

What:

Where:

When:

Why:

Monday, February 28, 2011
6:30 -7:30 PM
Foothills Middle School

Parents of 4™-8" Grade Students

Define cyber bullying

via E-Mail

via Cell Phones

via Text Messaging

Understand roles of school and home related to cyber bullying
Learn strategies for talking to your children about cyber bullying
Identify consequences of cyber bullying

o o o

Foothills Middle School
Multi-Purpose Room
171 E. Sycamore
Arcadia. CA 91006

* Monday, February 28, 2011
s 0:30-7:30 PM

Cyberbullying is the 21* Century version of bullying. Instead of face-
to-face harassment, bullies now hide behind computers and cell
phones to inflict willful and repeated harm. Research has identified
the importance of ongoing discussions among parents, educators and
children about online interactions. Please join us in the conversation.
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February

March

Upcoming Events

School Site Council & School Leadership Team Mtgs., 2:30 p.m.

PTSA Meeting (Library) 7 p.m.

Music Club Meeting (Music Bldg.) 8:15 p.m.

8th Grade Promo Planning Meeting, 7 p.m. Faculty Lounge

Parents: Cyber Safe Seminar at Foothills Middle School, 6:30 p.m. (see page 11 for details)
School Dance at Baldwin Stocker, 6 - 8 p.m.

PTA-Sponsored Valentine’s Day Treats for Teachers & Staff
Production 2011 (see page 9 for more information)
Production 2011 (see page 9 for more information)

Panda Fundraiser (see page 21 for flyer) - all day

Panda Fundraiser (see page 21 for flyer) - all day

President’s Day —No School

Camellia Parade in Temple City (Marching Band to Compete)
AHS Orchestra Benefit Dinner at the Community Center (see page 12 for details)
FA Orchestra to Disneyland to perform (6:20 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.)

Parents: Cyberbullying seminar at Foothills Middle School (see page 31 for details)

School Site Council & School Leadership Team Mtgs., 2:30 p.m.
PTSA Meeting (Library) 7 p.m.

Music Club Meeting (Music Bldg.) 8:15 p.m.

8th Grade Promo Planning Meeting, 7 p.m. Faculty Lounge
Orchestra Vertical Concert (Pasadena High School) 7 p.m.
Small Team Competes at AHS

8th Grade Spartan Olympics

Minimum Day (12:15 p.m. pick up)

Rock Band Concert

Minimum Day & End of Second Trimester (12:15 pick up)
Student Free Day, Teacher Non-work Day (No School!)
Current 6th Grade Parents Math Mtg, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Foothills Auditorium
Zero Period Potluck (5:30 p.m.)

Honorary Service Awards & Zero Period Music Concert

AUSD Profiles in Excellence Recognition, 7 p.m. Auditorium

Board of Education Meeting, 7 p.m. Auditorium

BJs Restaurant Fundraiser (see page 28 for flyer)

5th Grade Parent Orientation, 6:30 p.m., Auditorium

Spring Photo Day

Current 7th Grade Parent Math Meeting

Band Vertical Concert (Pasadena High School) 7 p.m.

Open House, 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. (5t - 8th Graders)




